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of us are going to be cheering them on here at
home. 

But it is because of the efforts of Robbie
and the rest of the folks here today that soccer
continues to get more popular every year in
the United States. And as the father of soccer-
playing daughters, I can tell you that it shows
no signs of slowing down.

I want to recognize Nick Rimando for being
named MVP of the championship game and
for being such a force in goal for this
team. And, of course, I want to congratulate
Coach Kreis for becoming the youngest MLS
manager ever to win the cup—just 2 years af-
ter retiring—see, I wasn’t wrong—[laugh-
ter]—just 2 years after retiring as the third
leading scorer in league history—and for do-
ing it with such a diverse group of players. 

This team includes members from Argenti-
na, Armenia, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Haiti,
Holland, Jamaica, and the United States. And
so besides overcoming language and cultural
barriers, this is also a team that understands

their responsibilities aren’t limited to the soc-
cer field or even our own borders.

And that’s why yesterday afternoon they put
on a clinic to teach local kids some soccer
skills, while also raising awareness about the
threat of malaria around the globe. They
helped educate young people about the im-
portance of preventing disease and how we
can do our part to help the less fortunate, even
if they live thousands of miles away.

So congratulations to all of you for an out-
standing season, for the championship. To ev-
erybody back in Salt Lake, cherish your team.
And best of luck this season. All right?

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:05 a.m. in
the East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to David W. Checketts,
owner, Jason Kreis, head coach, Robbie Find-
ley, forward, and Nick Rimando, goalkeeper,
Real Salt Lake; and David Beckham, midfield-
er, and Landon Donovan, forward, Los Ange-
les Galaxy.

Remarks Following a Briefing on the Oil Spill in the Gulf of Mexico and an
Exchange With Reporters in New Orleans, Louisiana
June 4, 2010

The President. Well, I want to thank every-
body who participated in this meeting. Most of
the folks here were in the meeting that we had
last week. One of the encouraging signs is that,
at least with respect to Louisiana, it seems that
we’ve made some progress. 

The most obvious area of progress was,
coming out of the meeting last week, trying to
bridge what seemed to be differences with re-
spect to the berm, the barrier islands that Gov-
ernor Jindal had proposed, and we now have
that authority, and dredging is beginning. And
now we want to make sure that BP is paying
up, but it seems like we’re making progress on
that front.

I know that a lot of the press may be curious
about what’s happening in terms of the at-
tempts to cap the well. I don’t want to go into
the technical details here. I’d prefer Thad to
give an update when he has had a chance to
talk directly with command and control about

what’s happening there. But it does appear
that the cap, at least for now, is holding, that
some hydrocarbons are being sent up to the
surface, and that they are slowly ratcheting up
the amount of oil and gas that’s being extract-
ed. They’re doing it carefully so that they don’t
dislodge or disrupt the cap in some fashion.

We will know more over the next 24 to 48
hours. And it is way too early to be optimistic.
But we’re just going to keep on monitoring it,
and Thad will give you a more thorough brief-
ing when he knows more.

We spent a lot of time here just talking
about the logistics of the response on the shore
as oil begins to come in. And everybody here
has particular concerns because we’ve got lim-
ited resources. We’re trying to get more boom,
for example, into the places that are needed.
We deployed initially a lot of boom here in
Louisiana. That meant that some in Alabama
wasn’t where it was supposed to be. Governor
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Riley has been appropriately con-
cerned—that’s a mild way of putting it—about
what’s being done with respect to Alabama
plans. And what I told him was, is that Thad Al-
len will be meeting with him individually with
respect to the Alabama plan, and if he’s not sat-
isfied with the answers that are given over the
course of this weekend, then he’s going to call
me and we’re going to meet and sort this out.

Here in Louisiana, where the oil has hit most
rapidly, there are still areas where, for example,
the mayor here was talking to fishermen; they
want to try to build up some barriers to estuar-
ies and areas that are particularly vulnerable.
Thad Allen is going to be following up with each
of the parish presidents in terms of figuring out
what’s going on.

One of the things that we’ve done to make
sure that organizationally things are working the
way they should is we now have a Coast Guard
official who is stationed with each parish presi-
dent and we actually have a BP representative
who is stationed with each parish president so
that they have direct access to making sure that
any information, any problems that they’ve got
are immediately being shot up to Thad and he
can respond quickly. And we want to set that up
not just in Louisiana, but that’s true in Alabama
as well as in Florida. We want county equiva-
lents to have that same kind of representation
and rapid response.

We also talked about claims. And this is an
area where I think everybody has a lot of con-
cerns. My understanding is, is that BP has con-
tracted for $50 million worth of TV advertising
to manage their image during the course of this
disaster. In addition, there are reports that BP
will be paying $10.5 billion—that’s billion with
a “b”—in dividend payments this quarter.

Now, I don’t have a problem with BP fulfill-
ing its legal obligations. But I want BP to be
very clear, they’ve got moral and legal obliga-
tions here in the Gulf for the damage that has
been done. And what I don’t want to hear is,
when they’re spending that kind of money on
their shareholders and spending that kind of
money on TV advertising, that they’re nickel-
and-diming fishermen or small businesses here
in the Gulf who are having a hard time. 

Now, we’ve assigned Federal folks to look
over BP’s shoulder and to work with State and
local officials to make sure that claims are being
processed quickly, fairly, and that BP is not law-
yering up, essentially, when it comes to these
claims. 

They say they want to make it right. That’s
part of their advertising campaign. Well, we
want them to make it right. And what that
means is that if a fisherman got a $5,000 check,
and the next time he goes in, because it’s a new
month, suddenly BP is saying, well, we need
some documentation and this may take 6
months to process or 60 days to process or 30
days to process, for that matter, that fisherman,
with all his money tied up in that boat, just may
not be able to hang on for another 30 days. He
may lose his boat and his livelihood.

We’ve heard from one of the parish presi-
dents about a shrimp processing plant. They’ve
got a bunch of shrimp on ice so they’re selling
inventory, but they’re not bringing any new
product in. And BP says to them, well, you
know what, your sales don’t seem to have de-
clined. And they try to explain, yes, but we’ve
had to lay off all our workers because we’re not
bringing any new shrimp in and our cupboards
are going to be bare in the next several weeks.
BP has got to be able to anticipate that.

So the key point I’m making here is this has
been a disaster for this region, and people are
understandably frightened and concerned
about what the next few months and the new
few years may hold. I have, absolutely, confi-
dence about the resilience of this area long
term, but if we can make sure that BP is doing
the right thing on the front end, it’s going to
make it an awful lot easier for us to fully recover
on the back end. And by the way, it may end up
being cheaper for BP. 

And so Thad, who’s interacting with BP on a
regular basis, I think, is emphasizing this. My
administration is emphasizing it. I want them to
hear directly from me and I want the public to
hear from me: They need to make sure that
they are following through on these claims in a
expeditious, fair way. And if they’re not, then
we are going to stay on them about it. 

We’ve already submitted one bill, and they
haven’t said that they’re not paying it, so I don’t
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want to anticipate problems. But we are al-
ready starting to see at the local level folks ex-
periencing problems. And we don’t want those
problems to build up; we want to nip that at
the bud right now. 

And the fact that BP can pay a $10.5 billion
dividend payment is indicative of how much
money these folks have been making. And giv-
en the fact that they didn’t fully account for
the risks, I don’t want somebody else bearing
the costs of those risks that they took. I want to
make sure that they’re paying for it. All right? 

The last point I wanted to make is we did
talk about what the environmental quality is
down here right now. Lisa Jackson has been
down here all week, and she went all across
the country—or all across the State of Louisi-
ana. She’s going to be monitoring what’s going
on in Alabama and Florida as well. 

So far, the air quality, water quality is con-
tinually being tested and doesn’t seem to be
much elevated above normal levels. But I want
to emphasize something that she just told us,
and that is, people who are onsite involved in
cleanup, they have to be mindful of the fact
that we’re dealing with toxins here. This could
be—this could make people very sick if they’re
not careful. They’ve got to get the appropriate
training. They need the appropriate equip-
ment. If they get sick, we now have health cen-
ters that are stationed at each of these points. 

Lisa, do you want to talk about that briefly?
Environmental Protection Agency Adminis-

trator Lisa P. Jackson. Yes, sir. We have health
and safety officers and stations at each muster
point. So if someone does come back in and
feels in any way that they’ve been exposed, or
even if they just don’t feel well, the first thing
to do is to report it, sir, so that we have a re-
cord of it, we can track it down, and we can en-
sure that they’re not in any way penalized for
reporting and making sure that they put their
health and the health of their family first.

The President. Okay. Again, I want to just
emphasize, everybody down here—every local
official, every State official—is working as hard
as they can. Our Federal teams are working as
hard as they can. There are still going to be
glitches in the response. There are still going
to be arguments and disagreements between

local and State, State and Federal, between
everybody and BP, between States and States
in terms of how we’re allocating some of these
resources. But I think that Thad Allen has
committed to me and the people of the Gulf
that we’re going to cut through any bureau-
cratic redtape, any problems that we’ve got,
and we will fix problems that have been identi-
fied.

And that was the commitment I made last
week. Some of the problems have been fixed;
some new ones have resurfaced. We’ll fix
those too. And we’ll keep on coming back until
we have dealt with an unprecedented crisis. 

But I’m very thankful to everybody for the
constructive meeting and the constructive ap-
proach that I think everybody is taking in
terms of solving this problem. 

All right. Thank you, everybody. 

Moratorium on Offshore Oil Drilling

Q. Mr. President, what did you say to the
parish presidents about the difficulty—the
economic difficulties from the drilling morato-
rium?

The President. We had a conversation about
that as well, and what I told them is very sim-
ple. When I made the decision to issue the
moratorium, we knew that that would have an
economic impact. But what I also knew is, is
that there was no way that we can go about
business as usual when we’ve discovered that
companies like BP, who had provided assur-
ances that they had fail-safe, backup, redun-
dant systems, in fact, not only didn’t have fail-
safe systems but had no idea what to do when
those fail-safe systems broke down.

Now, I announced this week that Bob Gra-
ham and Bill Reilly, two respected individuals
who have experience both on the environmen-
tal side as well as in the energy sector, are go-
ing to be examining over the next 6 months
what went wrong, but more important, for-
ward looking, how do we, in fact, increase do-
mestic oil production without seeing the kinds
of disasters that we are all witnessing on televi-
sion day in, day out.

I think Governor Jindal, I know other parish
presidents, expressed concern about the im-
mediate economic impact. And what I said to
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them is the same thing I said to Graham and
Reilly, which is, if they can front-load some of
the analysis of what went wrong and how you
would solve what has happened and what can
happen, and you can do that more quickly than
6 months, then let me know. Don’t hold the re-
sults of your review for 6 months and then tell
me. Tell me when you find out. 

But what I told the folks in this room was I’m
not going to cut corners on it, and I’m not going
to press them to move faster than it would take
to do an accurate, independent job based on
sound science, because I do not want to see this
thing repeated again. And the American people
don’t, and I promise you the people of the Gulf
don’t want to see it either.

And as difficult as it may be, it’s important
for us to do this right, because if we don’t do it
right, then what you could end up seeing is an
even worse impact on the oil industry down
here, which is so important to so many jobs. 

And I think everybody here empha-
sized—and I want to be clear—I didn’t hear
anybody here saying that they want unsafe op-
erations on these rigs, and they certainly don’t
want to see a repeat of this disaster. They did
ask, “Can we do it faster?” And what I said to
them was the same thing that I said to Graham

and Reilly, which is, you do it as fast as it takes
to do it right. 

All right? Thank you, everybody. 

BP p.l.c. Payments

Q. Do you want BP to pay that dividend? Are
you calling on them not to?

The President. Thank you, guys. 
I want to make sure that they are paying the

folks in Louisiana for the havoc that they’ve
wreaked, and the folks in Alabama and the folks
in Florida. I don’t want them nickel-and-diming
people down here. I want them to abide by
their obligations to their shareholders; I want
them to abide by the obligations to the people
down here as well. 

All right. Thank you, folks.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:29 p.m. at Lou-
is Armstrong International Airport. In his re-
marks, he referred to Gov. Piyush “Bobby”
Jindal of Louisiana; Adm. Thad W. Allen,
USCG, in his capacity as national incident com-
mander for the Deepwater Horizon oil spill;
Gov. Robert R. Riley of Alabama; Mayor Mitch-
ell J. Landrieu of New Orleans, LA; and D.
Robert Graham and William K. Reilly, Co-
chairs, National Commission on the BP Deep-
water Horizon Oil Spill and Offshore Drilling.

Remarks in a Discussion With Members of the Business Community in Grand
Isle, Louisiana
June 4, 2010

The President. Everybody knows the mayor.
The mayor’s gathered up a group of local busi-
nesspeople. Butch, for example, owns a marina.
Terry?

Terry Vegas. Shrimp boat.
The President. Shrimp boat. Floyd?
Floyd Lasseigne. Oyster fisherman.
The President. Oyster fisherman. And Patti

has a convenience store; Chris is the owner of
this—the bait shop.

And so we were just talking about the eco-
nomic impact that this is having. And just to
give you a sense of perspective, Terry’s been
shrimping out here for 46 years. His grandfa-

ther did it before him. And right now things are
completely shut off for him. 

Floyd, his—he leases the oyster beds from
the State. The State now, obviously—and prop-
erly so—has said, you can’t be pulling seafood
out of these waters right now. He’s got oil that’s
starting to seep in into these oil—oyster beds
where he’s got leases, and as a consequence,
Floyd’s trying to figure out how long this dam-
age is going to last.

Mr. Lasseigne. I’m a fourth generation, and I
got a son; that’s a fifth generation. So you know,
sir, we’ve been—some of these leases
been—[inaudible]—been in the family for 100
years.
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